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PREFACE. 


Intend, God milling, to publiſh in a 
little time, a full Anſwer to J.S. his 
Catholick Letters, /o far as I am 
concerned in them. In tbe mean while, I 
thought it not unfit to Print this Sermon 
T lately Preached, that I might proe a 
General View of Scripture and Tradi- 
tion,as to the Way of conveying Matters 
of Faith, before I come to the particular 
Debate with J. S. Where I do not 
doubt,butTfballbe able to ſbem that wehave 
very good Grounds for the Certainty of 
our Faitb,and that they have none either 
4s to Faith or Tradition, as to the 
main Points tm Controverſie between 18. 


A 2 Col, 


ColoſT. 2. 6. 


As ye have therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, ſo walk ye in him. 


are wptoen dgrnkny in the manner of 
St. Pauls himſelf to the Collo/ians in 
.  , this Epyſile, 
. > That he had a very good opinion of them at 79 
by the Ceojning verſe. For though 
e Fleſh, yet am I with you in the Spirit, joyng, 
and beholding your crder, and the ftedfafineſs x pl, Faith 


\What could be ſaid more to the Advantage and Ho- 
nour of a Chriftian Church ? For Order is the Strength 


more it enble the ir of Chriſt, 
the greater Honour it brings to the Chriſtian Pro- 
fetfion. Epeclly , when it is joyned with a ftedfaſtneſ7” 
" Farth in Chriſt, i. e. with a and well ſettled Re- 
to adhere to that Faith which Chriſt himſelf de- 
livered. For the true Faith of Chriſt is not only the 
Mark which di iſhes, but the Soul which enlivens 
of the Church, and by its Vigour and Influ- 
makes the ſeveral parts of it become the living 
Members of Chriſts Body. 
-Butif this werefoen by St. Paul in the Church of 


_ Coloſſians, what need he to write ſo warmly and __ 
neſtly 


(2) 
neſtly ashe doth to them > Muſt we think, as 
that he uſes theſe Expreſſions es gent! ink «Cox ay 
«tion, - and commends them -for-that,-which-he- would 
perſwadethem to? But this doth not ſeem agreeable to 
2©x-1.12. the Apoſtles Simplicity and godly Fncerity, which he ds 

_ ſets ſuch a value u _ But it - = — 7 
e that hitherto they n very orderly a e oft: 

but Epaphras going to St. Paul hadinformedhim't 

ly of their condition, .v/z. That they were like's Garri- 
on cloſely beſieged on all ſides z and FE dayary hitherto 


they had held out with Comes. P02. did not 
icitations, 


know what earneſt =, anſe 
and tempting Motives might do with them, and there- 
fore the Apoſtle - writes this.. Epiſtle to, ence 
them in their fledfaſtneſs, and to warn, them. 

Temptations. Which he doth in ſucha manner, as. 

Fe. That he'had a more than ordinary | 

= were in. And this 1 5's 
be with wt word. 


_ yet think 5 they ſtood, won (0 Coe take VET Pins hey 


—- this is that which the Apoſtle aims at inthe words 
of the Text ; As ye have therefore received Chrif Feſws the 
Lord, ſo walkye in bm. —_ 

ng Chrift Jeſus the. Lord, doth not - hare relate. 
to rrog Perſon, but to his Authority, and to his Doftripes 
ſo the Apoſtle himſelf explains it in the next verle, woot 
aud built up in bim, cod elif in on the Fo, JE have 


been ; taught, FP 


| + © 
: Walking in himr isan. Eaſtern: way of ſpeaking and ſu 
| EOS a0 adhering to that Faith they had thin 
received, and living according to it, lookirig 0n Chriſt 
. and his  Doaring, as their only way to Heaven. 
And as ye had received him, ſo walk ye in him, implies that 
the manner of their receiving Chriſt and his Doctrine at 
firſt was different from that which the falſe Apoſtles en- 
. dea xl to, bring in among them ,_ and that they were 


wit] r ſeduced from it by the Arts of De- 
ceivers, who were then buſie among them. 
2. 'To leve according to it, ; by making that Faith the 
inciple of a Chriſtian Life; and ſo walking in him, as 
they recerued him. 


but appear from the fu 10f made, viz. that they 
bad received Chriſt Feſus the Lord. 
© For, thereby they declared, that they received him as the 


} z. e.. as him who was of the Father to 
ch and Inftruc his Church ; and therefore they were 
tc to his Doctrine; there being no other, 
hath ſealed and appointed to declare 
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hrough his Blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins. 


—_ 


And if their of Heaven depended upon his Mcdia- 
tion; they had the greateſt Reaſon to adhere only co 
him | 


L 


% 


\ 
ought to ſubmit tp his Authority, co obey 


received him: 4s Chrift Feſus the Lord, and there. 
| kis 


O_—_ 


j 


in bim were hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom Col. 2. 3. 
ed him 4 Chrift Jeſus, that is, they hoped <>, .. 
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Enemies, errours may 


| git. of 
be rs riery gan moore Pn Tre with 
fewer Enemjg 


The" Apc Ue £ Indin g how reeiry 


if poſlibk IE hath” Stef 
s 'T," — wh 
of -it if fot Al the 
needed no Additions, 

= 5 vis” C *the- 


favourable tn the Jew þ Cyloras than ki 
be fou Re diſh 


1ne of Chriſt. from that of 


Y Dy 


"" areas of this'is in. it ſelf a matter of * groat. con- 

| SEE and not only was to thoſe of that Age, bur iſo —  _ 
IKige c of. the Chriſtian Church, where the ſame 
ion may be put; What was. the true Primitive 


Pegs of Cu and by whit means may we. come 
Fins | congerns usat this day as well as them. ---., 
Anſwer lay in tyvo particulars, which I ſhall 


it which the Apoſtles did in common. deliver fo 
the Churches planted by Fhem as the GenyineDogrins 


bye ft their Weitings, af 
MAT fon bits true inngs, ft 
wt 1-0 h the REITs: dip common deliver t to 


= 


urches z- having the 
| vaio diret them. © There-was nor:ed 
Wes e their di We and, fo 4 


b in 


y how TAS: which land have 
'B 2 looked 


"4 on STORES?” » 
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in Rome: St. Markeither v | , 
' ter their decehſe, Taith the" ſims vety' Antient Vathe 
ee ng. Fe te, Chin 


|" Romeand St. Jobw in Fic, 
cyan ein SHEte} 
Co DI o' 


veracity, but ſuch a variety as, 
AlidtiAn.. 1) DONT IE 


(a) 
his, Parthis, Meſopotania; Provinces of the 
-<my Hlrgt who -om/ arena them. were 


Baptized into the-ſame Faith, which St. Fade calls the Faith "PEA , 


ivy Melavettd r0:1he Saimer... But.once deliveredthd by ma- 
ny Perſons, -and in verydiftant: places, ' and ſo once dels- 
| Aud as the ſame once-delivered is to continue -ts 
the Worlds end. args cart be made the Faith of 
Chrifl,' which was not always ſo; for that were to lay 
it vow! jon, 'and-ro make another 'Covernant than 


whit Chr hath ſealed with his: Blood. © But he 55 the Heb, 13. 8 


ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. The Terms of Salva- 
tioa cart never” be altered, unleſs there be a new Saviour, 
und new Apoſtles, andnew Teachers. But if we go. to 
Heaven by Chriſt, we muſt go that way that himſelf hath 
directed, For Angels joining their powers: to- 

er cannot fave 
the Tru and the Life x and none can come to the Father but 
by bam. {This thy 5 rrorpthert very well knew, and were 
therefor careful to to the Church:but 
whit they received from Chriſt, wi Ooh Paul faith ftims 


e Soul ; Chriſt alone being the Way, John 146+ 


felf;*For 1 have received of the Loxd that which # delivered * Cor. 11, 


Not by way of Tradition from Men, but: by 
te: Divine Revelation ; for as- he ſaith, he was 


innit 


God the z andnotiong after he 1aith, &e neitherre- ,,. 
cerved the Man, n was 1 taught it but by Re- 
Them 

neneof all the- firſt Preachers of the 


kable'ts the Suſpicion! of ſetting-up for himſelf, and. 
from the Teſt as' St. Pautwas. For he was none 
of ces Grtgtnat Number of Apoſtles, and he was a known 
Fa of theDiſciples of Chriſt and fudden Converts 

ly d ; arid- Ananies had & viſion to ſatisfy 
hin, yetho- 


could-net fell. what ro think atfirſt con 
cerning; 


of Mes bo as, bt Teſs Ghrif, and Gal. r. r.. 


* aud Lark ; = Joh, ohn, who were the Jeadi 
. == right hand of Fellowſbip z in token 


him gard-ale Diſcpleswhen they britheard him | 


As 9. 13 rs > after this; he: 'took 'a courſe by himſelf, 
G41. 14. nd did not- ; 


up to! Jeraſalem to of ; {po 
filertlererelident, butiwerit 1 _— 
one-mi ight bo choughteb Gouj! 
hey be he was fo far from 
ca eg hath! Kahne, EEE ve 
chews had been ſome. whiſpersconcerrung him, 

he proceeded notin the-ſame-way , with: thereſt, 'he went 
up to. Fereſalem, and there upon full examination, 0 Jane 
Apaſtlesr, gave 


of their full con- 


wg 


ſent inche fame PRO ail 
2. Thet Golpet was thyynore plainly 
covered, _ Arete $- y 

: All this while, the i reached an Heli 

vereditheir Dodrine to the ren hes by .verbal 


heatts.of ſuch nivlvitudes; that there could be. no. fulpi- 
tionthat a falſe .Repreſentation; of Chrifts Doarine i gr 


==: 2 _ 
| -P t 
were !then made J whether the , : 
were agreeable to which the Hes had 
taught 5 andeif not, there would have been j =— x 
havequeſtior'deither the Truth of what had ora 
them, or what was delivered in the Goſpels.” 

But when they found themain to be fully conſonant 
A the Teſtimony cfevay. 


(74 ) 
ene of theſe Churches did ſhew-the concurrence of all 

= as'to the Doarine contained.in the ſeveral 
6 that mg = ftrength of. this proof is, 
that when the true Goſpels were written, there. were 


ſeveral falſe and. counterfeit Goſpels diſperſed abroad, un- 
derithe Names of the Apoſtles t ch ang" Ax of St. Peter 


St; ns St. park; and _ ; - TI informs x. #8: 
"us z- afidi\as we aber: ome ts of the Apoſthes, ſo 3c 25+ 


there were the pret fr of Paul,. of a and 
John; andthe other: Apoſtles. . How came. theſe to. be 
, and the other to .be carefully received.?: Here 
liesthe true Ad of Original Tradition before the 
written Goſpeli, that byiit the ſeveral: Churches were en- 
able to-paſs a true -judgment-. concern ng them. when 
they came-to be diſperſed among them. For they could 
prefentſy tell, whether. what they” read. were agreeable 
to what ” they had heard and. received from: the -{poſtler: 
As hy ge the Goſpel of St. Matthew being publiſhed 
4- were carried into Meſopotamia. or. Perſia, where 
nin os nftrutedby the 4p feet Nt _ 
£ $ y the in 
= to the Ut Death, Ley and: Do&rine of 
, could preſently judge whether: St. Matthews Goſ 
pl agreed with what they. had: heard. or. not, and-the 
to all the-Churches 'in the Roman Empire. 
Sothat the Conſent of the Churches ſo ſoon; white the 
memory of the Apoſttes Do&rine was: fo. freſh in their 
—_ 9, is.in effe&t the conſent of. all the- Apoſttes who 
t them. 
this is very different from: the caſe” of particular 
Perſons in ſome Cimrches, who might miſtake or forget. 
what was taught; for thisis a concurrent - teftimony of 
all the a - Churches, who cauld.nat agree to; ap- 


prove. 


WA 
- quote unierrorin-the Goljels cdbteary/tocthett Jeks 
vered:to-them. And that:white fore of of; the! Api 
were ſtill i For the other Goſpels Were . rea) wh 
| xl Geore 56. Jolw modes. 12 262, 


% * Foconmey vin the. Authentic. Writings « 
 _ RE. 6” Mp EPR to BP: of 


the pretenderstd fuchs —_ which 
thoſe Churches wetonae with. by 


Hal Chuntes hd receiv them from | 


OO RR 
"wrote them, and that within'the compaſs of the Apo- 
-ſtalical Age, Rs aA 
. It was therefore moſt agreeable to the Infinite Wiſ- 
dom of God in providing for a conſtant Eſtabliſhment 
.-of the Faith of his Church in atl Ages, neither to permic 
' the Goſpels to be written till the C hurches were planted, 
nor to be put off to another Generation. For, then it 
would have been plauſibly objeed ; © if theſe things are 
-true,- why were they not recorded, when there wer? 
- «Perſons living who were beſtable to have either proved, 
«or confuted them? Then we might have been fatisfyed - 
"« one. way or other z but now the Fews are dead; and 
<. the Apoſtles. are dead z and although there are many 
«Jefttwho believe their Doqrine, yet this can never 
_« ch to the Teftimony of thoſe who ſaw and heard 
«Fhethings themſelves, or whoſe Docrine was attefted 
« by thoſe who did ſo. And this is now the mighty 
Advantage of the Church ever. ſince that the things 
*coficerning Chriſt were written by ſuch Perſons... With 
- what another kind of Authority do thofe words. con 
mind” our Aﬀent, That which was from the begjnaing, 
whieh 'we have heard, which .we have ſeen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of 
the Word of Life ;. For the life was mattifefted, aud we have 
Jeent, and bear witneſ;, and ſhew unto you that Eternal Life, 
which was with the Father; and was .manifeſt unto us, that 
'1hbjch 2re have ſeen and heard declare we . unto you; then if 
'allthe Teſtimony concerning Chriſt were to be reſolved 
' Hith'thoſe who heard ſome ſay, that others told them, 
"they had.it from ſuch,who ſaw thoſe who converſed. with 
-therh. who ſaw Chriſt in the Fleſh ? At ſuch. a.. diſtance 
the Authority .of a Teftimony is extremely leffen'd 1 
"which" is not like a River which grows 'greater by run- 
_ C | 10g5 


Evſth. Hiſt 
b.. 3+ £-39. 
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: (14) - 
ning ;- but like a Mineral Water which loſes its ſtrength- 
by being carried too far. We find in the time of Papas 
who lived but in the ſecond Century, the ar rongg "of 
bare Tradition was mightily funk; For, Exſeb:zs. faith, 
he converſed with the Diſciples of our Lord and his Apoſtles, 
he ſaith of himſelf,. thet he ment «p and down to them to - 
get what he could” from them, having a greater efteem of 
what be could learn from them than of what was written, And . 
what Advantage did this bring to the Church? 4 brought - 
ſome idle opinions into reputation, laith Enſebius ;, for- after- 
wards they thought: it enough to fix them upon Papize.. 
But how was it poſſible for hum to miſtake? Eu/eb;us faith, 
that being a Man of mean capacity, . he mugbt eaſily miſunder- - 
ſtand the meaning of what was ſpoken.But 1f Traditiori might 
fail after ſuch a manner ſo near the Apoſtles times then 
we muſt be aſſured of the Capacity. as well as Iutegythy of 
thoſe of every Age through whom a Tradition paſs; 
or elſe they might deceive, or be deceived abour-it, 


But God was pleaſed to provide better for the ſecurity - 


of our Faith, .by cauſing the Goſpels 'to be. written; &- 


* St. Jobn, or by the Diſciples of the chief pots, while . 
jo 


Luk. 1. 4 


' tohim, if all the ground 


ther by the- Apoſtles themſelves, as St. Matthew. and 
theothers were ſurviving,as St. Mark and St. Lake; and. 
the latter gives this account of his undertaking to -write 
it, viz. thou migheſt know the- certainty of. thoſe things 
wherein thox haſt been inſirufied. His inſtruc tion was by 
an Oral Tradition ;-but that it ſeems wanted-ſamething 

to oe 1” and confirm.itz-and that was by St. Lufes - 
writing his Goſpel. How could they add any aſſurance - 
of his certainty were to .-be ta- / 


' ken from Tradition ? St. Lake thought it neceſſary then, 


| of Chriſt ſhould be put into Writing, that they might 


that thoſe things which ' concerned the Life and Doarine 


V9... V 


+ = A. 
: be thote certainly convey'd z and that . while they , had 
the Teſtimony of thoſe, who were eye-witneſſes and Ms- 
nifters, of the Word. 


. 2. And ſo.I come to the ſecond Rule of diſcerning the 
-Primitive-Dodrine of Chriſt z viz. The Writings of the 
| es, when matters of Do&rine came to be con- 

, were the Infallible Rule, whereby they were to 
jade, which was the true and genuine Dodrine of 


' There are ſome whopretend, that the Apoſtles Wri- 
titigs-were meerly Accidental endOccafional things,but that 
the main deſign was to lodge the great Aſſurance of the 

ine of Chriſt in  Tradst:on from one to another x 

a ace wrote was not to make any Rule of Faith, 

it only to give ſome good Advice to thoſe Churches 
they wrote to. 


But I ſhall noMprove that the Writings of the Apo- 
ſecs intended by the Holy Ghoſt to be a ſanding 
, whereby the Church was to judge which' was the 
true and genuine Doctrine of Chriſt. 


'1, From the Reaſons and Occaſions of writing the 
Books of the New Teſtament. | 


'7, As to the Goſpels, we muſt diſtinguiſh the General 
Reaſon of writing - 55h from the particular Occaſions as 
to, the ſeveral Goſpels. The General Reaſon is to be drawn 
from the-Divine Wiſdom which \nſpired and guided 
them z the particular Occaſions rela te to the circumitan- 
ces of writing them. , 


ef 
z 


2 The 


| (16) 

pax. 13.0.1. . The General Reaſon is that which Irenexr gives, vis. 
That the Goſpel which they had. firſt preached, was by. the 
171 of God put into Writing, that it might be a Foundation 
and Pillar of our Faith. Not meerly to keep up the Remens- 
brazce of it, which Fevardentius yields, and thereby over- 
throws the. Infallibility of Oral Tradition; but: that fo it 
may. be a certain Rule of Faith to all} Ages. The [Evan- 

Ag. de Con- peliſts faith St, Auguſtin, were but Chriſts - Hands,” which © 

lerſ. Evexe. himſelf as the Head, diretied m writmg the Goſpels; and © 

” t- ©. 54 therefore we are to look:on the Goſpels at his own Wri- * 
ting. The HolyGhoſt, faith he, direfied the Minds of the 

t. 2. 6 53: Evangeliſts, as to the order. and manner of their Writing. . 
Which varied according to the. gutter Occaſions, but 
yet were alt ſubſervient to the General Reaſon. 


Ext. nip, St. Matthew wrote the firſt Goſpel, faith Exſebius, to the - 
{. 3 6 2» TeWs fo whom he had preached, becauſe gomg into other parts 
he world ſupply the want of bis Preſence among them by” his * 
Ifriting. What need this, if Tradition were a-' certain * 
| znd.infallible way .of conveying the ine of Chriſt? 
com. St. Chryſaſtom faith, the. Jewiſh Chriſtia#F defired him to 
11 26h. pat.into Writing what they had heard him Preach. Did'riot.” 
they underſtand the force of Tradition better > Or why” 
ſhould St. Matthew put them out of an infallible Way -* 
The Authority ofthe. Imperfect Work on St. Matthew 
- #15 Tape ſalth, they defired him to write bis Goſpel; that where ever 
ein they went they might carry an Account of” their Faith with © 
— Clemens Alexandriuas, faith, the occaſion of writs 
« 15, St. Marks Gel was, that the people were not © ſatisfied with | 
| an unwritten delevery of the” me, ard therefore inr- 
portaued Mark, wh. was the Diſcipte of St. Peter, that he 
wout4 orve Pan ar Ae me in Writing ; which 
St. Peter underſtandin fy, , approve confirm- 
p- the Churches.” Origen faith; -be-- 
==; xrote. 


ed his Goſpel for th2 uſe of 


(17) 
wrote it according to $2. Peters direttions. Epiphanius faith, Exſch. 1. 6. 
by his Authority, - Athanafias ſaith, it was ditlated by him at « 25. 
Rome. | \ Rs. 
Leng \, Athanaſ.is 

It ſeems that Peter himſelf did not think fit to leave ey 
the Dodrine of Chriſt to an Oral Tradition, even at Rome, © ** 
but Ireness thinks it was written after St. Peters deceaſe, rul.-c. 
who therein differs fromthe reft, and ſhews how uncer- 4" { 4. 
tain meer-Tradition is. - Tertalian faith, St. Marks -Gof” 51.5. 
 pel was attributed to St. Peter, and St. Lukes fo St. Paul. Script. £2 
St. Ferom mentions the Opinion of ſome, that when 
= Jr faith according to my Goſpel, he means that-of 

. A Y 


- But St. Lake himſelf plainly gives an Account of the 
occaſion of his Writing,” St. Ambroſe thinks by thoſe 4»ivf is 
who! had taken in hand to write of thoſe things which were 1%. .. © 
firmly believed among us, he means the Authors of the counter- 
feit Goſpels, as that of the Twelve Apoſtles and $s:/Matthi-' 
as. But we have no evidence that theſe wereolder than 
St. Lake 3 -his-meaning is, that in: thoſe parts where -he 
was, there were ſome who did undertake to give an At-' 
count of the Life and A&tions of Chriſt, who wanted the” 
Advantages which he had ; having had feat opportuni- 
ties of knowirig circumſtances from the Eye-witnefſer; and 
therefore he ſet himſelfto give an'exac Relation of them, - | 
that-not onl y Theophilar, but every one that anfwers- his £0% #r- 
name might know the certainty of thoſe things. wherein: they * * 
had been imſtrufted. But, did notthey know the certain- 
ty of theſe things by the Apoſtles Preaching > Yes; but 
the things they heard might {lip out of- their Memories 3 
and-toprevent' this, ſaith*Theophylath, St.'.Luke wrote his EN 
Goſpel, that they might vetain theſe things with- greater cer- 799% 
tainty, - And words thatareonly- fpoken are more eafily 

- miſunderſtood x 
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> Maldenat. ". caifundecfiodd; which $3 ih great 
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. ings or the Memories kr nt] ena miſt ths under 
files Teaching ſufficient tokeep up the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Faith in the hearts a5 ho payee, no, not” 
wits Ne. 06 RT yet living? He had certainly 
mean.Opinion of Tradition; that thought-tt nece{- 
fry tim to writs thr choy might belien that Ju 
5s the Sowof God. For there was no point- of Faith-more 
| Da, > uk as meu af ll Prom 


Joh. 20.3. 


6 ibs a di cxn bi, 8 bn 
Ones gn bono 


IM Teflowen allow'd the general 
| - Was, the 


I" (19.) co 

And withal obſerving that the other Evangeliſts in* , . 
ſiſted chiefly on the Actions of Chrift for one year, 012. Wo _ 
after pl ohns Impriſoument he reſumes the whole matter, chſbon.r. 
and adds thoſe things which were omitted by the. reſt ; 57,74"! 
that ſo the Church might be furniſhed with a full Rela- : 24. " 
tion of all that wasneceſſary to compleat and eſtabliſh 


the Faith of Chriſtians. 
2. As to the Epiſiles. Pg 


| - Thefirſt Epiſtle we read of in- the Chriſtian Church, 
- (and jn probability the firſt writing in :the New Tefta- 
ment ) was the Decretal Epifile of the Council of Jeruſa- A815 23. 


lem. 


What ſhould make the Apoſtles -put theſe Decrees in- 
to-Writing? They were very ſhort, and concerned the 
praQti-es of Men, and withal were ſent by Barnabas' and 
Paul, and Judas, and Silas. Were not theſe ſufficient to - 
deliver the Apoſtles ſenſe to the Churches, without Let- 
ters from them 2 What a pitiful thing did they take * 
Oral-Tradition to be, if they thought fuch Men could 
not by'it give full fatisfa&ion to the Churches of Syr7s. 
/ and Cilia a, unleſs they ſent it under their hands? 


- The Epiſtle to the Romans was written by St. Paul on - 

purpoſe to clear ſome'main points of the Chriſtian Do- 

arine, which were then warmly diſputed between the 

Jews and the Chriſtians, and between the Judaizing | 

Chriſtjaris and others, as about Juſtification, Rejettion 

the Jews, the difference of Meats, &c. And St. Paul 

br Eexorge - wins in writing that excellent Epiſtle, if 

{tw i miteg tae excel Felt 
there;or ifhe thought Writing were not a I 60 | 

e 


G "Oy. Ok 
aku Ruleof Faith, whabr hey were to wks in 
thoſe matters. 


. The firſt Epillle to the Cortuthiane was written -nat 
meerly to rep.rovetheir Factions and Diſarders; but 'rq 
direct them, and to eſtabliſhand prove the-Faith of the 

x Cot, 15: Reſurrefiion, which was then conteſted among them, The 
Epiſtle was ſent by Stephanus and Fortinates, who could 
havecatried the Apoſtles ſenſe without hisWriting ; but 


there - are many w things, beſides the particular 
occalions, era, iaflin OR the Chairch 
all Ages.z as thete-are. ewiſe in his ſecond Epiſtle-to _ 
them. 

The + 69 to the Galatians was written. on occafion 
of one of the greateſt points of controverſy at that- time, 
iz. the Uſe and Obligation of the Law of Ow. 200 
St.. Paul found by. fad experierice ' amon that 
was very p for thoſe, who:had the None 
eithert to forget fhem, or to grow.out of Love with them, 

"fu * of a change: &ſe_he would never. have 
Galatians, who barb bewitched. Joh. wy Bo 

" obey the Truth? And I marvel that ye 'ſo 
from him thas called you into the, Grace of Chriſt 
into another Goſpel,” 'How ! was-it indeed* poſſible © for . 


os be oved, and to be ſc ſoon ,remoued, 

Tecel q pee 
pm ps I that'l ſe, human Nature tiken with 

all in Advaitdy varitages and Motives,” and *Evidences, is a ve- 


Ty fallible KT "and if then ir be, deceived, and 
EP SE y 3 then nd 


wh mein any follow: 


. 


We, (24) | 
The D_ tothe Ephefians, though writteh, upon a 
general Argument; > yr.Cofh ſuppoſe that they were in 
continual danget of deing deceived ; and. toſſed up and.Eyh. 4. 14 
down, and earrted about with every wind of 'Dottrine by the 
fleight. of Men, and cunning craftineſs whereby they lie in 
aFPat #0 decesve. ns 015, £ | 
. - Andttherefore headviſes. them to be upon their gyard, 

and to have their; Armour,about them, and- one. choice 
part af it, #5 the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 6. 17, 
of God: ©: -* 15 NE, 
... The: Philippians were aſſaulted by a rude, violent, 

. gFaQion of Judgizers z which . the Apoſtle pry, ,. ., 
bids them to beware of ; and. writes his Epiſtle to them 
fot: that purpoſe,: and” he exhorts them # ſtand faft 511 1: 27. 
_ Sprrit, with one mind ſiriving together for the Faith of 
_-In-theſecond:Epiſtle to-the: Theſſalonians, and in both: 
, Epiſtles to Timothy, he gives notice of a great Defection ,7,.,, 
from the Chriſtian Faiths, hedeſcribes the manner of it, * 
that itſboll be with figns and lying word:r, and with all de- 
cerveableneſs of unrighteauſaeſs it» them that periſh, becauſe '* 
 Mhoywekeived ui the love of the truth ; that E 2: ſha tl eak 
lies inhypocrifie;. and forbid to marry, and commend to; 5/8 4 _— 
fromi meati,: being evil men, having a form of godlineſs, and 2 Tim. 3.1. 
denyiitgg the-pomer. of it... 1 meddle not now with the time: * 
when this - Apoſtacy began ;- but” from hence, it is evi- 
dentthat SE. Pur ed,: that thoſe who at firſt-re- 
ceived theChriſtian Faith by Tradition from the Apoſtles 
themſelves, _ _— through their own 
wetkde6: and -folly,: and the' Artifices. of Deceivers be 
detomecTongutits _—_— " prevent-fuch y ENCTou 
conlequettres, he knewno, better. means thana. yV ritten 
Rule, which he: tells Trothy 24s able ro mals him wile to 2 Tim. 2, 
Sabvatiory and to indkg the Man of God perfe&t; tPourhly 5, 13: 
farwiſhed to every good Work, D And 


| (22) 

" And to name no more, the Age ſeth paby 
fome who. thoyght to refine Chriliatuty 4 or at leaft to 
make it more paſſable in the World, and therefore-would 
have introduced into it ſome Rites of the: Jews, ſome -- 
Aufterities of the Gentiles, ſome ways of Warſhip which 
would recommend them to theirAdverſaries ; and 


- this occaſion he writes this Epiftle'to* them to convince 


them that Chriſtianity alone was far' beyond any. mix- 


- tures of the Fancies or-Lraditions-of men, .and there- 


fore he could give them no better Advice, than as: they 
had firſt received the DoQrine of Chrift to-contitue- init, 


| or in the words of the 'Text, Ar they bad received Chrift 


| Jeſus the Lord ſo to walkin him. 
The 


. and the Afﬀiſtance of . the 


ting them, that what 
tan ——_ 
1t was at 


*2Thell. 2 
PF I $o | 


| of whatI have ſaid is; that akhough the 
Goſpels and Epiſtles were written upon particular ' ocoa- 
fions ; yet. thole occaſions \ wro © goat and conliderable; - 
HOI TD Wick the 
Apoſtles in wri- 
ave _ delivered con- 
e true and genuine-Faith, . 
Herd ts B:Pad bn 
charged the Theſſalonians to ſtand faſt and bokd the Trads- 
- tzons which they have been taught either by word or by hes Eps- 
filder. Fromwhence it appears, that there were other Trad. 
trons to be held, that-were not written. wt probe og x 
' 'The forceof alk this will be taken away, if-we confi- 
der when that Epiſtle was written z vzz.-one of ' the firſt 
which St. Pasl wrote, and ſoon after the former Epiſtle 


Handsand Pens ofthe E 


"to the Theſſalonians ; which was ſome ':tinie before 


of Greece by*St. Pax}. Therefore all the pr: 


of Cliniſt himfelf, and all that relates to 
Life and ARions were then but Traditions among them, 


— 


6-> — 


(23) 
and therefore-St. Paul had en Reon then to. require 
_ them #0 fland faſt to the Traartjons they had ' been taught ; 
#. & .to the Dodtrine of Chriſt they had received in that 
manner. : 
 - Butiit is urged, that he mentions before, ſomething he Bil.de rhe 
had. ſaid about Amtichriſts coming when ls was Ti 4 6 5 


them, V. 5. | | 
bo; If this ho allow'd, it. will be.more aqpink than for - 
Tradition. For, what is become of that Tradition ? If it 

. be loſt,” then it follows that Tradition is no Infallible.. Way + 
of conyeyencez and therefore we have more Reaſon'to + 


s # 


Arng.dt Pies - 
cat Meritis. 


ot fn: | Far:St. Auguſtin. quotes Apoſtoli- | 
| CL eG 4 , 


" "TE | | 

all waye all theſe, - and only mention. a. very 
| Ir t. n whi ! . 'a | ; * e 

REES 07 NEL 10. mack about 

. gh 


i, = 


(4). 
-- It, as evidently proved, that meer Tradition was no Tn- 
fallibte Mearis of conveyance. And that is about -the 
Apoſtles Creed which was to be repeated by al that were 
to be Baptized, , 
We bieve many plain Teſtimonies to prove, that this 
was bt to! be writtens* but tobe conveyed from ':one 
 .f®) ® to another, by an Oral Tradition OF St. I c b) St. 
275 a dup, (6) Ruffoms al frat. . ** 
| war oo treditum, ron <hets Chirta arms ſtd in rela evil ROE, Hicron, 


d Y Erzarcs oh-figgolel 
g () eg ng foal teneatis, ulls mado dehetjs | Sohn. bo poles 164 perdiſeere 3 


ntc cum didiciyitis ſcribere, ſed ; 
Ta pri 4 uf es tre 
ales 


EE CRE Eg 
Fe; ne aa, Vere 
(4) Total des And the GreHridcothetaniyehen called @ the Rube 
119 of Burh ; "which heed thit” WEIEEE 
"oh — coritained; 445" 7 Radar of ec; 
Vil. c. 1. 


Adunſ. Pres EE there 3 _ W 


XtaM. C(.2. - 
, Augaſt. 
- Sem. 59. meh 

1864. 213» 
E 215. 
Rural. 
” & 2. £ 
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Ref Al inentionsthe 
Dan Words , re Ber Gta of heir 
bs ©) 7-06: which 5 he _ rt Trich pa 
"ISM before the Aeene Ty fray th; t 
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(az) 
' asfar as now-appears,. by what St. Ju aſt Raffinus, mid 
others. ſay-in rheir expodaticns of it... _ 

St. Jerom writing againſt the Biſhop of Jeraſalem, Ur- (4) Hiver, 
ges him with the Creed(g) ( no doubt that which was re- «7449 
ceived in his own Church-) and he faith, 7. confſteth of 
» three »1asn points, the Confeſſion of the Trim, the Hnity 5 
the Oburch, and the Reſurrettion of the Fleſh. 4 

And the Creed:of the Church of. Aquileia went _=_— 
farther, faith (b) Rufinus ; nor ſome old Copies of the Dons in 
nan "Greed. 

But Marcelſus of Ancyra hadEzernal Exfe in his (5)Cr F. og Offer. de 
end fo hat(&)Gril of Jerajalem;ſo hadthe African Chu OT 
in St(Þ) Anguffrns time; ſo had the Church of Raven; bub Hey. 32. 
not the Church of Tar;n'; nor the Gallican Churches: Q) Crit. 4 
if Maimns Taurinenfss, and Venantins Fortunatus explained (1) 4,8.4+ 
all the Articles of-their Creeds. - By SL, 

Raffmnus confeſſes the Article of Deſcent into Hel wss Som, 
not if-i6 Roman, hor in any ofthe Exftern Creeds. / 0 

| The-Creeds.of Feraſelem and 4 a had not vhe ( 
= of Saints 3 nor thoſe of Marcellus and (m) . - (=) t; » 

. TheTitleof Catholick was: not any to-the. Gaſs in | 
the Creed in St.(# n) Angeſtins time, for he makes it@Peri- (:)4yg4tin 


Phra, W#iqus Catholicam, from w Jorg bs came 5 Fic & 
id afterwards. - x 4 "ds B+ 
ml npnotice of it, and it was not If bots Ser, 


ths" tar ld Copies of the Roman Creed ; nor ity that - of 243: 


I mention, Rot in the leaſt {ſhake the 
TED the bony covhag Creed, which | 
bi abs renee ad - i 


ew what an 


eS+s ++ 


aA re th noir wi hated wo, 
tht 


- 


(E-»þ 
nce felſintoſuch varieties inthe greateſt Chiary 
_ while they were ſo ſcrupulous about the writing 
ofit -  - 
' What cauſe have we then to be thankful to God, that 
hath taken ſo muchcare of his Church, (Ee ae wi 
Wo Written Rulein the Holy.Scri where- 


we certainly know,. what the. true-! ve Chriſti, 
rs, which ws deter by Camila his Apo- 


But here is a great difficulty to be removed, as to the 
Written Word. - 
| How can we be.certrn, __ #, if not. £4 ae 
knd if Tradition be ſo mncertain, how can. me-be. made certain 
by. it, that we have that written Word which | Dpies de 
®*tred? For might not that fail ih this," as irs the Creed? 
- Add then EE LINE ____#&&8P 


Written" ave. bor 
GO: OS | 


Tn 


God deliveye 


oe 


us 


(v7) | 
with the Finger of God z and on them he wrote the Ten, nor 0. 13 
Commandments.” What a vain and- ſuperflueus: thing - s 
were this, if Oral and Practical Tradition -were Infalli- 
ble > But Gods own pitching upon this way, after ſolong 
1 Tryal of Mankdrid _ _ ; is  —— of 

e greater certainty of it, if we ſuppoſe that aimed 
at the-bengfit of Mankind by it. 6 > 

' 2. When Religion was corrupte$. among the Jews, 
o_ cy way of zeſtoring it was by a Written Book .of 

W. ' Mo” 


_ -As wefindin tHe Caſe of. Joſabs Reforttation—which 
was made by the Book d{the Law, which was found in 2 king 22. 
the Houſe of the Lord. ** \.- - ; HC 


yo Ron) which es the igNPriet, ts 
thought-it or to go byz and not by any 
Tendon eff am 7+ ptr nO the Law which 
God had give-by Miſes | 
WB kg ET pour Saviour los an = | 

S utes; ſearch t rtures, fait to the Jews $ John «. «o: Þ»þ 
not run to-your Traditions, for thoſe were then very Te 1 
orroot, atporualy about thedeſſies, as that he was to | 
be a Temporal Prince, &c. which was then a:dangerous 
from them4o the Scri 3 4nd they are they which we/- 
#6 aye beieved Moſes, ye would have believed - 
he wrote of me ; but if ye believe not his Writings, how 
ſhall And our Saviour ſeverely checks 47. 

| ; their own Traditions more hw 
_ than the Written Law: yet they pretended to ai ,,\," '* 
Oral Tradition down from Moſes z as the Jews do to. 

fhis day; andnone are more groſly deceived than they, 

. 4+ The generalSenſe and Experience of Mankindagrees 
herein, that all matters of conſequence art thore certain- 
ty preferred by Writings than by meer words, There i 


no 


. 
_ 


. {'28,) | ww 
#o Invention hath been more valued by the Wiſer part 
of Mankind than that"gf Letters becaule it is of fuch 
excellent uſe for conveying the ſenſe” of our. minds-at a 
diſtance to others: All men have ſo great a miſtruſt, ei- 
ther of the capacity or 'memory, or fidelity of others 5 
that what they would have done with fecurity they 
eommit to Writing.. And OE Ns truly under: 
ftand of the Before us, weare beholden to' Writing 
for it ; all thoſe memorable A&ions, and Inſtitations, 
either of PbiJoſophy or Religion which.. were not writ- 
ten, are long ſince þuried in Qblivion, without poſſtbi- 
lity of a Refurre&tion. M ES; Hon road 
| But where they. have been committed to Writing they 
are preſerved after ſo many Ages and by it we certain- 
o _ the Hiftory of the Lf mgerny and the eu 76 
evolutionsthat happened: from t inning of the 
World. By. it, we converſe with oh WIR perſans 'of 
former times; and were able to juſtifie the Scripttres by 
the concen Teſtimonies of other gon? By-it, Picks 
are enabled to interpret Dopnoges > and to make” plain 
their accompliſhments, . which without it, we 'couk tie; 
ver make ont.Yea by it;the Wiſdom of thoſt is preferved 
for the: benefit of aw _ thought fit — wiies 
nothing themſelves, as Socrater and Fytbagorg7, but their 
Diſciples took carein timze'to; Write their Doarines, '$6 
that we have the' general Conſent of the wifeft: pure of 
mankind, that writmg is a far more certain way of con- 
veyance than meer Tradition. . WE or, 
2. And eſpecially in our caſe where there are.fo. many 
- particular advantages, : as to the | Holy ' Scriptures, above 
any other Writings. - | #206 = gg 
T. From the ſpecial Providence of with refpe& 
to them, for ſince it is agreed by all: Chriftians, that 
dhcſe were written by Pivine Inſpiration, it is _ rs 
| <a nable 
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ways Oofrine And no doubt our Fazth is ſuch ; 
but then let us be zealous of good Works too, that we may 
 ſhew our ſelves to be that peculiar people who are redeemed Tix. 2. 14, 
Fife Chrift. Sothat our Obligation ariſes every w: 
Chrift Feſus the Lord, to #n- him; if we con(1- 
der him as owr Lord, ſ6 weare to'obey him; if as op. 


Jeſas, ſohe died-for-us-to.redeewm us from-all iniquity.” We: 
can have no pretence to live in our fins, if we have re-" 
ceived him who commands us to forſake them ; for then 


we 
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